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GEORGE  M.  HORTON 


O.  F.  LAMSON,  M.D.,  F.A.C.S.,  Seattle,  Washington 

:  T E  was  a  born  Doctor — a  favored  son  of  the  gods  of  medicine/’  may  well 
be  the  epitaph  of  Dr.  George  M.  Horton,  whose  noteworthy  medical 
career  terminated  on  May  6,  1927,  in  Seattle,  Washington,  where  he 
lived  all  but  the  first  5  of  his  62  years.  Dr.  Horton  was  endowed  by  nature  with 
great  gifts,  fitting  him  especially  for  his  chosen  profession  to  which  he  gave  the 
best  in  him  with  a  devotion  seldom  equalled. 

Being  a  Worthy  servant  of  mercy,  he  made  no  distinction  between  the  rich 
and  the  poor  who  daily  thronged  into  his  office.  Undoubtedly  he  enjoyed  one  of 
the  largest  medical  and  surgical  practices  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  Hence,  great  is 
the  multitude  who  mourn  the  passing  of  this  skillful  and  much  admired  physician, 
who  enjoyed  the  most  valuable  asset  of  a  medical  career — the  affectionate  regard 
of  his  patients. 

Dr.  Horton  was  born  in  Shabbona  Grove,  DeKalb  County,  Illinois,  on  March 
17,  1865.  His  parents  moved  to  Seattle  when  it  was  only  a  village  of  a  few  hun¬ 
dred  inhabitants.  The  ancestral  farm  on  which  he  spent  his  happy  childhood  is 
now  named  Georgetown  in  memory  of  this  great  pioneer  son. 

After  receiving  a  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Seattle  and 
at  the  Territorial  University,  and  driven  by  the  inborn  urge  to  serve  suffering 
humanity,  he  went  to  New  York  and  studied  medicine  at  the  Bellevue  Hospital 
Medical  School  from  which  he  graduated  in  1890. 

At  that  time  it  was  not  obligatory  to  spend  additional  years  in  a  hospital  for 
practical  training  under  the  guidance  of  experienced  masters.  Hence,  the  youth¬ 
ful  doctor  returned  immediately  after  graduation  to  his  home  town  and  took  up 
the  practice  of  medicine. 

However,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  associated  with  Dr.  J.  S.  M.  Smart, 
a  physician  of  wide  clinical  experience  who  had  been  his  medical  preceptor  before 
he  entered  the  medical  college.  Unfortunately,  this  association  terminated  after 
a  short  time  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Smart  and  he  was  left  alone  to  carry  on  as  best  as 
nature  and  a  few  years  of  study  had  equipped  him.  Through  his  innate  fitness  for 
the  practice  of  medicine,  good  judgment,  and  indefatigability  he  soon  won  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  municipality  and  was  made  County  Coroner  for  a  term  of  4  years. 
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He  also  devoted  much  time  and  thought  to  the  fraternal  organizations  and 
in  due  time  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  in  Scottish  Rite,  the  Knights 
Templar  Degree  in  the  York  Rite,  and  became  a  member  of  Nile  Temple  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  a  member  of  Odd  Fellows,  United  Workmen,  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  of  Woodmen  of  the  World. 

Later  also  in  the  medical  associations,  he  proved  himself  to  be  a  just  and  an 
able  leader,  as  president  of  the  King  County  Medical  Society,  president  of  the 
Washington  State  Medical  Association,  and  president  of  the  North  Pacific 
Surgical  Association. 

However,  as  his  fame  spread  throughout  the  Northwest  and  the  number  of 
his  patients  increased,  he  felt  forced  to  devote  all  his  energies  to  the  practice  of 
medicine.  Being  a  decided  individualist  he  preferred  to  work  alone.  Therefore, 
his  time  was  almost  too  full  to  allow  much  diversion,  though  once  in  a  while  he 
allowed  himself  the  joy  of  witnessing  a  baseball  game — the  only  sport  in  which  he 
was  keenly  interested  to  the  extent  of  sacrificing  a  few  hours  away  from  the 
office. 

It  was  not  uncommon  for  Dr.  Horton  to  see  50  or  60  patients  during  an  after¬ 
noon,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  it  was  his  custom  to  lock  the  door  of  his  reception 
room  promptly  at  four- thirty  in  the  afternoon. 

Possessing  an  unusual  sense  of  responsibility  to  his  profession  and  to  those 
who  sought  his  services,  he  kept  office  hours  also  on  Sundays  in  order  to  be  avail¬ 
able  to  anyone  who  could  not  consult  him  on  week  days.  Unstinted  service  to 
his  fellowmen  was  undoubtedly  one  of  his  outstanding  characteristics.  Though 
for  a  number  of  years  he  was  known  as  a  general  practitioner,  effectively  covering 
all  branches  of  medicine,  it  was  as  a  surgeon  that  he  became  distinguished.  He 
excelled  particularly  in  abdominal  surgery.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Western 
Surgical  Association,  Pacific  Coast  Surgical  Association,  North  Pacific  Surgical 
Association,  and  a  fellow  of  the  American  College  of  Surgeons. 

There  are  many  of  his  colleagues  who  would  wish  with  me  that  this  great 
physician  and  surgeon  had  been  spared  to  serve  humanity  as  few  are  able  or 
willing  to  serve. 
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